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‘Bookstore’ owner
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likely to be busted |

M Victoria police
stand firm on
medical pot issue

Don Descoteau

Wey

marijuana a
ith is up in the
s Crown Counsel de-
whether to lay
r pot w ize

Books to allow
nim to do what
he’s doing.”

Victoria police Insp.
Darren Laur

Victoria Hempology 101 Soci-
ety, claims that since his and
other compassionate mari-
juana supply clubs are still
awaiting the results of legal
challenges to The Constitution,
the courts have given his oper-
ation freedom to sell products

7ith permanent med-

Laur, who

d policing

oria police,
says no such loophole exists
for the pot buyers’ club.

“I think it's really important
to understand that there is no
understanding be

/es and Ted’s Books to al-
low him to do what he’s doing,”
he ¢ “The key point here is
he is breaking the law.”

Laur says the police fully ex-
pect charges to be laid against
Smith and two other individy-
als on the scene Jan. 3 at Ted's
Book officers, acting on
a tip, seized seven pounds of
marijuana and other related

Victoria police are con-
cerned that the marijuana be-
ing sold through Ted’s Books,

e Johnson Street shop used
as a headquarters for Smith’s
W0 organizations, is being re-
sold on the street. And, Laur
says, there are no checks and
balances to ensure that doesn't
happen.

Laur notes his department

Ted Smith... operation is
not licensed by the fed-
eral government

has arrested a number of peo-
ple for p sion for the pur-
pose of trafficking who have
membership cards for the pot
buyers’ club.

Last we incident came

supply of marijuana baked
goods and the membership list
of the club.

The club has about 800
members, says Smith, with af-
flictions ranging from hepatitis
C and AIDS to chronic physical
pain from work or car acci-
dents. It has been supplying
pot to members for six years.

Laur says Smith is not li-
censed through the federal
government’s medical mari-
juana program to distribute pot
in any form. At present there is
no licensed distributor in
Greater Victoria, only one in
Manitoba, says Laur.

However, he says THC, the
chemical in marijuana that pro-
duces the desired effect, has
been available through doc-
tors’ prescriptions for years.

about, according to Smith, Fil

when a club member he al-

leges had been re-selling the |
pot became angry that Smith i

had cancelled the man’s mem-
bership. It was allegedly that
man who called police and told

them they could find a large |

amount of marijuana being cut |

up “in plain view” on the
premises.

Upon entering, Smith says,
the officer asked if Smith hada

permit to sell the marijuana for |

medical purposes. Smith and

the club do not, and he was §

forced to relinquish the pot, a |
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Friday, May 10, 2002

Victoria wants answers
on medical pot access

Don Descoteau

Weekend Edition staff

Victoria Mayor Alan Lowe
wants to know how to get
some medical marijuana.

Lowe he plans to con-
tact Health Canada to inquire
about the availability of med-
ical marijuana. Speaking at a
committee of the whole meet-
in'r in \'l(tm‘ii May 2, Lowe

[hc fed
of pot.
When asked afterward
¢ e for such
0 7as NonN-Com-
ittal, saying it depends
i n the availability of a
om the federal health
artment’s Ottawa-based of-

Victoria medical marijuana
advocate Ted Smith, among
the people to | omplained
that Health Canada’s distribu-
tion procedures have made it
virtually im le for those
with legitimate need to use
marijuana for medicinal pur-

said he's pleased Health
Canada is being called on the
carpet to clarify its policies.

“To my knowledge this is
the first timt’ Health Canada

A CHINAT TR

Alan

“To my knowledge this is the first
time Health Canada has ever been
called to address any municipal

council.”

— medicinal pot crusader Ted Smith

has ever been called to ad-
dress any municipal council,”
he said.
At its April 18 committee of
the whole meeting, Victoria
councillors voted to in general
support the issuing of medical
marijuana by suppliers other
than Health Canada. Two such
: ssion clubs” are in ex-
istence in Greater Victoria.
ealth Canada, which set
up its lone growing operation
in Flin Flon, Man. in 2000 to
supply terminally ill patients
and those suffering from
chronic pain from other ill-
nesses with government-ap-
prnved pot has been plagued

with distribution problems, de-
spite the fact relatively few peo-
ple have been issued legal
medical exemptions to use the
drug.

Smith estimates that less
than 40 people in the 800-mem-
ber Cannabis Buyers' Club
which he co-founded have le-
gal exemptions. Most have not
bothered to apply, he said, be-
cause going through Health
Canada tal-.eq too long

cup crusade THE C I A I / SCoreboard D4
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A desperate few
M risk breaking law |
to beat their pain S

Imm \I 1y, one :.I’ :Imm 1,700 rmrnmrs of the Cannabis Buyers Club, tokes up
in the pol room. Juhn McKaywTimes Colonist

For Cannabis Buyers, (|~ TSl w '
the motive is chronic [ S SEC
illness, not a high I

Ted Smith at his Compassionate Club, 826 Johnson St. To the members of the Cannabis Buyers Club, he's a marijuana Mother Te
another drug dealer.

mes Colonise

Tui Smlth — angel of merc y or de dealer‘?




Smith found

B of traffickin g
l but avoids record

BY RICHARI

Times (

) WA

wless anno

putset of this most recent case

the Crown would be staying a mari-
juana charge. But the Crown followed
| with the cannabis resin charge

trained, these ¢ 2re bottled,
into capsules or used to bake the
L-.il‘\,
Also testifying for Smith were three
ai ) ucts
to treat a variety of debilitating ailments
or conditions,
But Harvey was critical of Smith’s
saying he seemed determined to
nce or testimony about mari-
hen he
innabis

a prohibited
But Harvey said the defence had
| no testimony I.]l'F]'II I."\.l"‘l.'l'!"- [
lain what cannabis resin 1s or even
mes from. And Har
| THIMents or ¢
cannabis resin
( Il.llli'l:-!'l s M
18 no right to pos innabis
stay

‘haperon dealt with ar
than three month
Smith his

Ted Smith: Judge accepts he acted

altruistically.

Harvey told Smith.
As she delivered her sentence the
] oe rejected ¢
a condinonal se
cally would have
smith abides by hi
will be clear
Harvey mad
nditions th

s, his record

of not putting
would forbid Smith
vity with the club, The
n on his discharge is the
leclaring he is “to | ep the

and be of good behaviour"
lon’t look upon you as a daneer-
ous man. I look upon you as someone
Who 1s trying to change the law.” said

H: :

your motives are pure, altruistic
passionate and you are not makine
any money at this,” she said y

o
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DARREN STONE, TIMES COLOMIST ‘
n Smith, the former head baker at the Victoria Cannabis Buyers’ Club, left, and Ted Smith in Victoria on Tuesday. Owen Smith is sched-
to appear before the Supreme Court of Canada on Friday after victories at the B.C, Court of Appeal and B.C. Supreme Court.

Victoria pot-cookie baker readies |
for challenge of marijuana laws

!'|
Owen Smith hopes to secure right to use  2eed o e Supreme Coutor e fhom d vamety \.
cannabis-containing oils, teas and lotions

Canada. viduals suffering from a variety
Cannabis Buyers' Club founder  of medical problems.” \
Ted Smith — no relation to Owen Owen Smith said many of those \
— hopes the trip to patients would be unable to afford |
LINDSAY KINES wnl] be the final s such s lengris egal chatlenge, so
T s Colo roud 1o be fighting an their

y excited 1o represent I|ll
M pnfle who not anly
tain their own health,
e to fight for their
intain their own heaith

nnd
dian Civil Liberties &» O

smith told a news .md the Criminal Lawy

1 to mark
Aarijuana e very u:inl ident that
: ve're going to win,” Ted Smith
Here in the Victoria Cannabis i
yers' Club, we have sought don’t think there's a reason-
able body in Canada that would
think patients should be forced to
ke |h1- plant and not have

'fhsr

urn ‘rips
‘open the

Son’s ashes stolen
from N. Saanich
memorial bench

KATIE DERDS.G
Time

RtnIlT(‘ Herberger walked to her
inl bench in North
xpecting 1o sit next (o
the urn holding his ashes, light &
candle, maybe sing
Instead, on that M
night, Herberger disce
urn had been pried off,

She speculated that someosne
might have used glue remover to
loosen the Gorilla Glue that
secured the urn to the 1op of the
bench.

“It's a desacration, it is grave
robbery,” she said "\iy sor
ashes do not bel

| home but mine”

Herberger still has the main
urn in her home. She boaght the
small, hand-painted vase {rom a
street vendor in Mexico on the
two-year anmiversary of hex
son's death.

“1 put the urn there {on the
wnch] bec

e
For praay= s resgects,

| memorial bench becawse ity
| close to the beach where sie and
Silvan played whon he was a

van's bench almost ew er\.. Fligghy
hc w

from the end l.nflk. 1!\':'
March I













1.) Do you have a credit card? 3.) Do you have a Family Doctor?

129 responses 129 responses

2.) Do you have a Permanent Address?

129 responses

3.1) If yes, does your doctor support the use of cannabis as medicine?

95 responses




4.) Have you ever had a federal medical cannabis license 1o
129 responses 4.2) If yes, have you ever purchased from the federal medical program?

X3 responses

P Grow
@ Possess
Meither

4.1) If yes, is it 4.3) If yes, when was the last time you made a purchase from the federal medical program?

14 responses

4 responses

P 1 week

& 1 month
& monihs

& 1 vear

@ 3 years

@ 5 years

@ Expired
@ Current




4.4) If yes, why do you purchase from the VCBC over the federal medical cannabis program? (more
than 1 can be chosen)

23 responses

Alforability 23 (100%)
Product Advice 18 (78.3%)
Selection of medical product 23 (100%)
High dosage edibles 13 (26.9%)
CBD products 13 (96.5%)
Community Center
Slorefront access
Excellent CLEAM cannabis 11(4.3%)

Mirvimal waste 1(4.3%)

4.5) If yes, what was the type of products do you purchase from the federal medical cannabis
program? (more than 1 can be chosen)

15 responses

THC Edibles < [33.3%)
High dosage THC edibles 6 (40%)
Dry Cannabis
Hre-Molls 2 (13.3%)
CBD Bud
CBD Capsules/ol B (40%:)
Topicals
Concenirates 7 (46 7%)
THC Capsules) ol 4 (26.7%)
Faderal don't have a medical a...

0.0 5.0




5.) Have you ever purchased from a legal recreational store?

129 responses

5.1) If yes, when was the last time you made a purchase from a legal recreational store

1247 responses

P 1 week
@ 1 month
B meanibe
& 1 vear
$: YEars
@ 5 years
L
@ Daily purchase




5.2) Why do you purchase from the VCBC over a legal recreational store? (more than 1 can be

chosen)

127 responses

Affordability 117 (92.1%)
Product Advice 101 (79.5%)
Selection of medical products 109 (B5.8%)
High dosage edibles 83 (66.9%)
CBD products 71 (55.9%)
Community Canter 83 (73.2%)
Accessibility/storefront access—1 (0.8%)
Trusth—1 (0.B%)
Excellent clean cannabis—1 (0.8%)
| can use credit at the gover... |1 (0.8%)
| trust VCBC grown weed ov... |1 {0.8%)
Mimmal plastic wasta contai... 1 (0.8%)
Location p—1 (0.8%)
Family <3§—1 {0.8%)

0 25 5 100 125

5.3) if yes, what type of products do you purchase from legal recreational stores? (more than 1 can
be chosen)

110 responses

THC edibles
High Dosage THC edibles
Diry Cannakbis
FPre-rodls 62 (56.4%)
CBD Bud
Chd Capsules/ol 10 (9, 1%)
Topicals o (4.5%)
Concentrates 24 {21.8%)
THC Capsulefodl 12 (10.9%:)
THC drinks ondy 1 {0.9%)
Hash 1 {U.8%)




6. '| What type of products do you purchase from the VCBC? (more than 1 can be chosen)

20 responges

THC edibles 79 (61.2%)
High Dosage THC edibles 70 (54.3%)
Dry Cannabis 99 (76.7%)
Pre-rolls B2 (63.6%)
<8 Bud
CBD Capsules/oil 64 (49.6%)
Topicals 55 (42.6%)
Concentrates 68 (52.7%)
THC Capsules/oll 63 (48.8%)

VCRBG |_|r|_||::|IJ| 2 the best cle ..
Supposilories
Phoniex tears
Hash

E.~_'| What type of products do you purchase from the YCBC? (more than 1 can be chosen)

20 responses

THC edibles
High Dosage THC edibles ]
Dry Cannabis 99 (78.7%)
Pre-rolls .
CBL Bud
CBD Capsules/oil 64 (49.6%)
Topicals 29 (42.6%)
Concentrates 68 (52.7%)
THC Capsules/oll 63 (48.8%)

VCBC produces the best cle..
Suppositories
Phoniex tears
Hash
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